The Very Rev Monsignor Gerard Robert Hand
was born in Edinburgh on the 12th January 1949. His father
was James Hand, an electrician and his mother was Betty
Hand m.s. Fee, who made their family home in the Canongate
area of Edinburgh. Father Hand was one of four children with
an older brother James and younger brother and sister, twins,
Peter and Maureen.

He was educated at St Anne’s Cowgate (which was then the
infant department of St Patrick’s Primary School) from 1954 —
1957 and then at St Patrick’s Primary School from 1957 to
1961. His secondary education was at Holy Cross Academy
Edinburgh from March 1961 to June 1966.

At the age of 17 in September 1966, Gerard Hand went to St
Andrew’s College, Drygrange near Melrose in the Scottish Borders, which was at that time the
Diocesan Seminary for the Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh. As part of his seminary
formation he took a year out from his studies to teach from August 1969 to August 1970.

He then resumed his studies in Drygrange where he concluded his seminary training in June
1973.

Father Hand was Ordained in Edinburgh on Sunday the 25th March 1973 by Bishop
Monaghan, Auxiliary Bishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh, at St Patrick’s in the Cowgate.

His first appointment in September 1973 was as assistant Priest to Fr. John Byrne in St
Andrew’s Craighill in Livingston for 4 years until 1977. During this posting he was appointed
as the first Chaplin to St Kentigern’s Academy in Blackburn West Lothian.

In September 1977 Father Hand commenced a period of further study in Moral Theology at the
Gregorian University in Rome. In the summer of 1979 he gained a diploma in Moral Theology
(STL) and returned to Scotland.

Later in the summer of 1979 he was appointed to the staff of the Diocesan Seminary at St
Andrew’s College in Drygrange where was to teach mainly in Moral Theology with emphasis
upon Justice and Peace. Whilst on the Staff of the Seminary, Father Hand also had other
important duties - he was the ‘Fireman’ and also the ‘Barman’!

In addition to his Seminary teaching duties, Father Hand became Chaplin to the Scottish
Catholic Marriage Advisory Council centre in Edinburgh in 1984. Later, he also became the
Chairperson of the Centre and he became the advisor to the National Co-ordination Group of
the SCMAC. Ultimately, he became the National Chairperson of the SCMAC.

Father Hand represented both the Diocesan Seminary College and the Archdiocese on the
Board of the ‘Centre for Theology and Public Issues’ during the important political period of
change in Scotland before during and after the Scottish Devolution consultation and
implementation process from 1985 — 2002.

In the autumn of 1985 Father Hand was appointed Vicar Episcopal for Justice and Peace. His



main duties included the establishment of Diocesan Justice and Peace and SCIAF Groups and
he also had significant involvement in the Northern Ireland Group. Regarding the Northern
Ireland Group and bearing in mind that during this period the ‘Troubles’ in Northern Ireland
were continuing unabated, pressure was growing to find a political solution, Father Hand’s role
was to help to develop consciousness and understanding amongst the Scottish population of the
complex issues facing Justice, Peace and Reconciliation in Northern Ireland.

When St Andrew’s College in Drygrange closed in the summer of 1986, Father Hand was then
appointed to the staff of the new Gillis College which was located at Whitehouse Loan in
Edinburgh in the buildings of the former St Margaret’s Convent School. He was to remain
teaching at Gillis until the summer of 1991.

Father Hand was then appointed Parish Priest of St Patrick’s Kilsyth in February 1991 taking
over this role from Fr Charlie Barclay who had been Parish Administrator of St Patrick’s for
some months following the sudden death of Fr Bernard Doonan in 1990. This appointment was
made despite the fact the Father Hand was still teaching at Gillis College up until the June of
1991.

Father Hand remained the Parish Priest of St Patrick’s until February 2006. During his time in
Kilsyth Fr Hand established a Pastoral Council in the Parish, always assisted by the Franciscan
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception whose convent was located in Kilsyth for most of Fr
Hand's tenure.

The fabric of the Parish had been allowed to fall into disrepair and he worked tirelessly to
achieve a £1.25 million refurbishment of the Grade A listed Gillespie Kidd and Coia designed
church and grounds in 1999/2000.

He was also involved with encouraging parishioners to develop and exercise more pastoral
responsibility. He was closely involved with the Justice and Peace group in Kilsyth, and with
many inter-church activities in the town. Most notably the relationship with Rev Mr
McLachlan and The Burns and Old Parish Church of Scotland who allowed Fr Hand and the
Parishioners of St Patrick’s to use their church to say Mass during the period when St Patrick’s
was under refurbishment in 1999 and 2000.

He and the parishioners were also planning for the provision of a new church hall at the time of
his departure from St Patrick’s in 2006 a building project that was ultimately fulfilled long after
his departure from St Patrick’s by Fr James Tracey in 2013.

Father Hand became a member of the SCIAF Executive as well as continuing to support
SCIAF through his Justice and Peace responsibilities.

Father Hand also became Diocesan Pastoral Co-ordinator in taking over this role from Fr
Charlie Barclay.

He was appointed in 2006 as the Parish Priest of St Paul’s Glenrothes and St Mary’s Leslie in
Fife. In addition to these Parish duties, he was also appointed as Priest of the Chapel Royal at
Falkland Palace.

In August 2007 Father Hand was appointed Dean of St Andrew’s and St Margaret’s Deanery,



the Vicar Episcopal for Fife and was reappointed to this post for a second term in 2012.

He was also appointed to the Council of Priests in the College of Consultors for the
Archdiocese of St Andrew’s and Edinburgh.

In August 2010 Father Hand was appointed as a Chaplin to His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
with the title of Monsignor.

Fr Hand at St Patrick's School with Fr William Brenan, Fr James
Tracey, Fr. Scott Deeley and Cathie Craigie MSP amongst others.

Fr Hand presents Rev Alistair McLachlan of the Burns and Old
Parish Church, on the occasion of his departure from Kilsyth,
with an antique map showing the route between his old Parish and
his new Parish.



Some memories of Fr Hand

War
Memorial in Nov 1991.
The others in the photo are, left to
right,
Rev Mr A McLaclan, Burns & Old
Parish
Church, Rev Mr Ross, Anderson
Parish
Church and the Rev Mr Watker.
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Fr Hand with
McDonald family, Presentation of
Mgnr McNally, SCIAF Cheque
& Eileen Robinson (15th May 1996)
(October 1994)
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The front and the rear of the anniversary prayer card printed
for the silver anniversary of the ordination of Fr Gerry Hand
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Fr Hand blesses the graves in Kilsyth cemetery in 2005


http://www.saintpatrickskilsyth.org.uk/saintpatricks/images/Priests/Fr Hand/Fr Hand - Blessing of the graves in Kilsyth Cemetery.jpg

Cardinal names four monsignors:

ARDINAL Kerd O Heien
chovatod four priests from
St Andrews and Edo
2 bargh Archdiocese 0 be
monsignors of the arch-
docese during celebratons for the
Femt Day of St Andrew ot St Mary's
Cathodeal 2 Einbrrgh
1 take the opportumty on the Feast
of the Patron Saimt of Scothed, St
Andrew, of thanking all my beodhor
poests for the way o which thoy have
and are srving i ow mchdiocese,”
Candinal O'Brion sasd. "1 have singlod
out for powests for particular thanks
and have asked Pope Booadict XV o
oame them M ‘Chaplins of His
Holiness™, with the title of mosnignoe
Owr Foly Facher has roadily agreed ™
The cardinal added tar: “When he
Wi on hes viset 10 She Uniied Kinpdoen,
Pope Benodict XV addressed the
Hodepn of Enghand, Scotland and Wales
at Oscont Colloge » Faglnd Amuong
uther thisgs be statod W e bubogs and
poicsts: I we are 0 be effctive
Cheotian loadors, we mast Wve Sves of
the wtmost rocgry, hamidiny and hol)
oows As Blonad Jobn Hoery Newnen
coce wiode O O God would gras
e clergy 0 Rel ther weskoness as sin-
ful macn, aed the poople 10 ympathine
with them and Jove them and pray for
thee incrense in ol good gifts of grace *

Fr Hand presents a Bible to the Kilsyth Civic Queen

As part of St Andrew’s Feast Day celebrations last month, CARDINAL
KEITH 0’BRIEN announced that four priests in St Andrews and
Edinburgh had been elevated to monsignors of the archdiocese

1 peay St smong the graces of s
visit will be a renewad dedseation on the
part of Chriaan leadr % the prophictsc
vocation they e received, and 4 new
sppreciation on the pant of the poople for
e groat it of the ondeined musistry
Proger for vooations will Sen s
spontnooenly

These four poicsts whom B cwdeal
made cances on November M ae
Cance James Rae, Canco Drism
Halioewn, Fr Foancts Kerr s Fr Gorry
Hand. He went 00 % pay onch of then
nbete

James Rae, parish

St John the

jolest, Portobeiic

les
Canon Rac has served Cardinal O Boen
and my prodocowsx m @ vanety of
wayr—at only n hi eutstanding
porish apostolase, bet abo on many
communoss # the mchdooese dunng
b eg yous in e poicshond. Ho
porish and (e schools werking 1o ool
labywstion with bam 0 bis pard arca
have an ocetstanding bond with e
Dhocose of Mo & Taszania, which |

mryself harve bad the pavilege of visaing

A sk of his regand by his beother
pocsts i the Dact thar Canon Rac wm
chocted s Provost of the Metropolitan
Cathedeal Chager, a role which be still
holds, o well as being parnd priest, &
10 S prosent teme when he m now 84
yeans of age

1 Brian Halloran,
retired parish priest of St
James Parish, St Andrews
Canon Hallonn has served e diovese
paricularly in paeubes in Fife, but sl
s espocially = the parsh of St Jasscs
0 S Andrews, havimg albo repoasidli.
ty for B¢ parshes of Chist ¢ X,
Pitcowoem sad Mot Holy Trimity,
Crad. e Bon shown bamnclf 10 be a bail
liars acadomc and while cheplain W Be
Catholic  studonts ot St Andecws
Univorssry and parish priest of theee
parsbes be has also usdertaken farther
whadies o SEAndrews Univerwny, adding
10 his el degree of dachelor of divie-
iy, the degree of mader of philosophy
nd Ben a doctoesie @& phalloseply. His
spostulate in Be umvenity over those

yoans wins secognised @ e ey of
2010 whes he was awandod the very
prestigious  anmual ‘Medal of the
Urirveraty” a a graduston ceremsony.

The honowe on Canon Felan is being
conferred “in absentia’ an Be 1 mow
wsdertabing 3 valued apostolate for &
sabbatical yoar o the Dvocose of Yends
in Ghana, recognised as bomg ooe of
the poorest m that couery

3 Fr Francis Kerr, parish
kw-ts.l of 5t Peter's,
ginburgh and St Columba’s
Edinburgh
Fr Kerr han served in & vamety of
parochial sppostments while also een-
dering outstanding work as Secrotany
of O sechdiocoss durnng my prodeces-
sor's cpiscopate and then, as now
working with regard 10 both fabos and
plarng sl fmance i the archdio-
o

His pavsoral soul has never slack-
ened sd be wan caly 100 willing »
smiume’ respooubility sl for the
pacnh of St Cobunba's, witile reman-
ing as parinh perest of St Poter’s and

Continuing W scrve his people and his
school, aloay with many hospital sed
retwement home rewpomatelines

i Fr Crrrx Hand, Parish
Priest of 5t Paul's,

Glenrothes, St Mary's, Leslie
and Falkland Palace

As well a0 b parochial sespoasiteli
thes, following oo his funber stadies,
Fr Hasd became » professor o St
Andrew s College, Drygrange sad then
ot Galis College, Fdinburgh wtil the
closere of the colloge.

T has assamed rosponsibelity for
large parishes, initially i Se Patrsck s,
Kibvth and thoe o Glowotheos and
Lostie, along with Falkland Palace
After Falkland Palace. he combised
his work 0 parsbes with his valeod
spostolate o Vicar Epbscopal foy
Jotxoe med Peace, 3 ifficult sk =
which he dailt up & wrong group of
like-mindad peoplc

Me has exerted 3 tromendous inflv -y
nco in the sschdocowe wi regand o
pasiwal plarsung and cosuning that =
bis own parishes, he applics the pemcy
plos than be woald expect others W
apply i ibetr own parishes. 1he i aca/
demically very able, s of sound sper
tuality end challenges all in owr
aechdocew by many of e things theyg
e sy and doos
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